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Christ United Methodist 

Worship Booklet 
 

July 5, 2020 
 

You are invited to set up your sacred space. Light a candle. Turn off other distractions.  

PRELUDE: Rev. Carmen Johns 

 

GREETINGS:  
 

Welcome to worship today! So glad you’ve joined us. 

 Please complete a Connect card and return it to the church. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
 

Pastor: We hear the voice of one who calls to us to come and find rest. 

All: We come burdened with much, but will heed the voice of Jesus. 

Pastor: We have much to learn from him, and he will give us all that we need. 

All: May we be made ready to receive the yoke of Christ, and empowered to live 

in it. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Carol Boyd, liturgist 

 

 We would like to encourage you to gather in small groups in your homes and watch 

the worship service together. Invite friends and neighbors and gather together to 

have an experience of worship together with friends and family. 

 Child and Youth Protection training, Saturday, July 11, 10 a.m. RSVP to the church 

office, (904) 249-5370. 
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INVOCATION: 

 

Almighty God, we stand awe of your goodness and mercy today.  

We invite you to be with us by the power of your Holy Spirit.   

Open our minds so we may receive Your eternal wisdom.  

Open our spirits so that we may know Your leading and guidance.  

And open our hearts so that we may receive Your wonderful love.  

We ask all this in the glorious name of Jesus. Amen.  

 

MESSAGE IN MUSIC: Patriotic hymn medley by Rev. Carmen Johns 

 

SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 45:10-17 

Listen, daughter; pay attention, and listen closely! 

    Forget your people and your father’s house. 

11 Let the king desire your beauty. 

    Because he is your master, bow down to him now. 

12 The city of Tyre, the wealthiest of all, 

    will seek your favor with gifts, 13 with riches of every sort 

    for the royal princess, dressed in pearls,[a] 

        her robe embroidered with gold. 

14 In robes of many colors, she is led to the king. 

    Her attendants, the young women servants following her, 

    are presented to you as well. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+45%3A10-17&version=CEB#fen-CEB-14611a
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15 As they enter the king’s palace, 

    they are led in with celebration and joy. 

16 Your sons, great king, will succeed your fathers;[b] 

    you will appoint them as princes throughout the land. 

17 I will perpetuate your name from one generation to the next 

    so the peoples will praise you forever and always. 

 

SERMON: Teach us to Pray – Seeing Through God’s Eyes 

 

What makes someone worthy of love? Is it how they look, how they act, where 

they're from, because of their relationship to you?  We continue our series on learning to 

pray today. We began by learning about prayers of adoration, confession and humility 

from Psalm 86. Last week we learned about lament from Psalm 13. Today, we learn to 

love through prayer. 

Our Psalm today is Psalm 45, which is actually a love song. If you look at the 

introduction to the psalm you learn quite a bit. First, it's written for the music leader, so 

we know it was set to music. Second "According to the Lillies" most likely is the tune to 

which the psalm was sung. The next time you pick up a hymnal look at the bottom right 

hand corner of the page for a hymn. You'll notice a numerical cipher such as 

10.10.10.  This is the meter, and in the back of the hymnal there's an index so that we 

can see what other tunes the song can be sung to. That way if the original song is, well, 

unsingable, we can change to a more familiar tune like "Amazing Grace." So, for this 

Psalm, the tune it was set to was "According to the Lillies," whatever that might mean. 

Next it says, "Of the Khorites" this means it was written by the Khorites. Khora was the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+45%3A10-17&version=CEB#fen-CEB-14614b
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nephew of Moses and his lineage was the Khorites. Next it says, "A Maskil." A Maskil is a 

psalm of instruction, more on this in a moment. Finally, it says, "a love song." That part 

is obvious. When you read the song it's divided pretty much in half, the first half praising 

the king, the groom, and the second half praising the bride. This is the portion we read 

today. Most likely this psalm was sung at a royal wedding and many commentators have 

tried to figure out which royal wedding. 

It's easy when we look at the Psalm to take it as what we see at first glance - a 

love song. And, then depending on our personality type, we either really enjoy it or we 

prefer to skip over it. But there is more to this than just being a love song. This 

however, is a maskil, a psalm of instruction. So, what is the instruction? Some may say 

it's still just a love song and the lesson here is to learn to love your spouse. Perhaps. 

And that could be the case, but it's not the only lesson. In reality this Psalm is prophetic, 

it is a psalm about the messiah. This was long held as a psalm about the Messiah long 

before Jesus came. Then, in Hebrews 1:8-9, THIS psalm is quoted in reference to Jesus. 

We know now, that Jesus is the messiah.  

So what can we learn from this? First, we can see that the way that Jesus loves us 

is as a bridegroom loves his bride. We are the bride of Christ, as the church. We need to 

know how very loved we are. Second, we need to examine how we view scripture and 

one another. When we read scripture, we could just read this at a surface level and take 

it only as a love song. But there is usually more than just what is on the surface. With 

this Psalm, for example, for thousands of years it has been read at more than just a 

surface level. What other scriptures have you read and just taken at that level and what 

else might God want to show you through those scriptures?  This also teaches us how 

we view one another. Are we seeing one another as the Bride of Christ? Do we hold each 
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other in that esteem? And even more, God loves the whole world, not just the church, 

do we see each individual as a person of sacred worth that Jesus gave his life for? THIS 

is the lens through which we need to view. 

So what makes a person worthy of love? Not their appearance, not their status, 

and not even their actions. What makes a person worthy of love is that they represent 

someone that Jesus died for, they are a person of sacred worth. This psalm forces us to 

ask what do we see. Do we only see a love song? Or do we more specifically see a love 

song God has about us?  And, what do we see when we look at one another? So, what 

are you seeing these days? 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER: 

Were we able to be together I would have closed the service with having us all sing 

"Open my eyes." Since we cannot sing in worship due to COVID-19 restrictions, how 

about we pray the words of that hymn together now: 

 

 “Open my eyes, that I may see, glimpses of truth thou has for me, and while the 

wave Place in my hands the wonderful key That shall unclasp and set me free. Silently 

now I wait for thee, Ready, my God, thy will to see. Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit 

divine! 

 

Open my ears, that I may hear, Voices of truth thou sendest clear; And while the 

wavenotes fall on my ear, Everything false will disappear. Silently now I wait for 

thee, Ready, my God, thy will to see. Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
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Open my mouth, and let me bear Gladly the warm truth everywhere; Open my heart 

and let me prepare Love with thy children thus to share. Silently now I wait for 

thee, Ready, my God, thy will to see. Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

 

We also pray for our country today. Thank you God for the things I love about my 

country (list those aloud). And as our nation is divided and facing troubles of all kinds, I 

pray for our nation and leads as well...(list aloud anything that comes up in your heart 

or mind). 

 

We pray for one another. Help us to see each other the way you do, God. Help us to love 

the way you do. 

We pray for those who are sick or who mourn (pray for those on the circle of concern). 

And we pray for our world that needs you. 

And now as Jesus taught us we are bold to pray, Our Father.... 

AMEN. 

OFFERING:   
 

2020 is a year that will go done in history for many, many reasons. It is a year 

that has taught us that in today’s age we need to be nimble, we need to be proactive, 

not reactive, we need to hold one another as the most valuable thing we have in our 

lives. It has closed businesses and churches. But today I want to take a moment to say 

a special thank you to all who have helped us live into and adapt to these changing 

conditions. Thank you to our lay leader, our operations team, and our R Coordinators 

who along with me make the church council. Thank each one of you who are members 
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for living out your membership vows to pray for the church, to support the church, and 

to support one another. Thank you to those of you who have found this place in the 

middle of a pandemic and your own crises for you have taught us that we ministry goes 

on, that we still have something to say to the world around, and that we still have 

disciples to make. For all the ways each of you model Christ and live selflessly and 

generously, thank you.   

You can do so through the “DONATE” button on the website, or by mailing your 

offering to the church.  Church website is: www.christumcnb.org:  

Mailing address is: 400 Penman Rd. Neptune Beach, FL 32266. 

 

 

LOVE FEAST – for those not in Virtual Worship 

You are encouraged to celebrate a “Love Feast.” This is a part of our United Methodist 

heritage. It is a time of remembrance with a drink and a piece of food – bread or 

otherwise. This is not communion. It is instead a time of celebrating God’s love among 

you. 

Voice 1:  Be present at our table Lord, be here and everywhere adored; thy creatures 

bless, and grant that we may feast in paradise with thee.  
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All voices: AMEN. 

Join in prayer:  

Father of earth and heaven, thy hungry children feed, thy grace be to our spirits 

given, that true immortal bread. Grant us and all our race in Jesus Christ to prove the 

sweetness of thy pardoning grace, the manna of thy love. AMEN. 

You may choose to read an additional scripture: Matthew 22:34-40 (Love of God 

and Love of Neighbor).  

As you Share the cup and bread you may also share a testimony or personal 

witness to how you have experienced God’s love, or love of neighbor or how you have 

loved God or neighbor.  

Conclude by sharing the Lord’s prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 

day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory for ever. AMEN. 

 

BENEDICTION:      

May God give you eyes to see those who need love around you, may Jesus fill your 

hearts to overflowing with the love of God, and may the Holy Spirit work through you to 

share that love with all you meet, so that those to whom love is a stranger will find in 

you a generous friend. 
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POSTLUDE:  “America the Beautiful” 

 

 

 


